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SCENE DESIGN DISPATCH

NATHIE KATZOFF

Seattle-based Nathie Katzoff has always had big dreams. As a child
he got his start painting landscapes and portraits, eventually entering
his work in competitions. During his teenage years Katzoff wanted to
sail around the world, so he started building boats; this led to
woodworking. “It was a great introduction to the craft because
there’s so much curved and structural work that comes with it, so jt
provoked a lot of out-of-the-box thinking,” he explains. With his feet
now firmly planted on dry land, Katzoff has a thriving woodworking
business, NK Woodworking, where he fashions custom pieces that
can stem from a simple sketch or even his own imagination. One
standout project is The Hive, a sculptural staircase that consists of
4,000 hand-shaped pieces of walnut with a 40-foot stainless-stee|
soffit. “A total of 11,000 man hours went into that project,” he says
“It's probably the most uniqgue wooden staircase ever made bytsl
and arguably, in the world.” While wood is his primary medium, h 3
also dabbles in hand-forged steel and casted glass. “There's tl'wi e
point in the design-and-creation process where the piece start ¢
with a basic form, and then when I'm experimenting with differs AS
shapes and proportions, something finally clicks and it becomeent
something special,” says Katzoff. “Sometimes accidents turn int S
most beautiful pieces.” nkwoodworking.com Pele
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ending SO much time in their hoyseg Over,
and designers are seeing a shift in g :-L;,E E
s—rangingd from upgraded outdoor liy, SD
s to designing 8 New h?use from scratCn“ug’s
; cearent priorities from our clients ¢ 88
defirjitely hi?tr;rgsdg:iencipal Matthew Coates. “peosiziy‘s‘g
Design ArC ts are being put to the test and that hag Cauuhv’
nal shift.” Here, Coates shares his fOrQCaSIS;?‘g
with Luxe. coatesdesign.com Oy

ple sP

homeowner
and addition

major functio
coming year
outdoor living is more popular now than ever, Wy,
e new ways to connect with the outdgprs? Some are i
som e such as oversize floor-to-ceiling windows,Wa”S,_‘_
Zifecnd into the landscape, and views frameq at a distant fOC&\;;
Another approach is to intentionally blur Fhe line between S
outside by utilizing expansive door openings and large Overhangs,
covered outdoor areas that literally extend one’s living space Doy

the walls of the home.

Indoor-

What is the next big trend? In the coming year or two, | believe
will witness a renewed love and exploration of color. | also thin
will be a major emphasis on the use of antimicrobial building m
and coatings, such as those that contain silver or copper. As theys:
necessity is the mother of invention.

Predictions for 2021? We are in a season of change. | think wew

continue to see people wanting to improve their living environmers
because this is something we can control. We can modify our hos
to take advantage of a stunning view, we can update the lackluse
main bedroom or we can provide order to the kitchen that just

doesn’'t work. Renovations that expand our living space and com
us to the outdoors will be the primary type of architectural requess
in the coming year. Let's talk again in 12 months and see if | was g
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